ADOPTED - FEBRUARY 22, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE BOARD RULES
RESOLUTION #22 – 066
WHEREAS, the Board Rules permit Commissioners unable to attend board or committee meetings due to medical reasons to participate via telephone; and


WHEREAS, due to amendments to the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267 (OMA), effective January 1, 2022, the only legal basis for a member of a public body to participate in a meeting via telephonic or video conferencing as a member of the public body (i.e., to vote, to be counted toward a quorum, or to deliberate toward a decision), is if that member is absent due to military duty; and 

WHEREAS, this amendment to the OMA eliminates the previously permissive practice of a public body allowing its members to participate and vote remotely if a physical quorum was present. 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board Rules are hereby amended to read as follows:


V.

CONDUCT OF BOARD MEETINGS

A.
QUORUM.
A majority of the members of the County Board of Commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the ordinary business of the County, and questions which arise at meetings shall be determined by the votes of a majority of the members present, except upon the final passage or adoption of a measure or resolution, or the allowance of a claim against the County, in which case a majority of the members elected and serving shall be necessary.  Commissioners unable to attend due to military duty shall be permitted to participate by telephone or videoconference in the discussion, votes of committee and board meetings, and shall count towards a quorum provided that the requirements of the Open Meetings Act are met. 
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Stivers, Grebner, Celentino, Peña, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  02/15/2022

